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IN THE CLAIMS 

For the convenience of the Examiner, all pending claims of the present 
Application are shown below whether or not an amendment has been made. Please refer to 
the attached sheets showing a marked up version of amendments to the Claims. 



Claims 1-51, 53, 54, and 56-62 have been canceled without prejudice or 
disclaimer. ' 




\ 63. A method for discounting a price-per-unit (PPU) a consimiable good. 



ompnsmg: 

determining a first discount on a PPU of a consuma^e good in response to a first 
purchase, by a customer, of a first preselected product; 

determining a second discount on the PPU of th£ consumable good in response to a 
second purchase, by the customer, of a second presekicted product; and 

adding the first discount to the second discount to determine a total discount on the 
PPU of the consumable good. 

64. A method of providing rntfltiple level discounts on a price-per-unit (PPU) of a 
consumable good sold in multiple unfits to a customer who purchases a plurality of cross- 
marketed products, said method comprising the steps of: 

awarding a first discoiuu on the PPU of the consvmiable good to the customer in 
response to a purchase by the^ustomer of a first cross-marketed product; 

awarding a second/discount on the PPU of the consiamable good to the customer in 
response to a purchase jay the customer of a second cross-marketed product; 

adding the fipst discount to the second discount to determine a total discount on the 
PPU of the consumable good; and 

awarding the total discount to the customer. 

65. / The method of providing multiple level" discounts of claim 64 wherein the 
consumable good is gasoline, and the first, second, and total discounts are discounts on the 
price-per-unit- volume of gasoline. 
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66. The method of providing multiple level discounts of clainy 65, further 
comprising: / 

issuing an electronic coupon to the customer, said coupon providing a unique 
customer identification and a unique transaction identifier; and 



storing the total discount in a discounts granted database which associates the total 
discount with the unique customer identification and transaction ide^ifier. 

67. The method of providing multiple level discounts of claim 66 wherein the 
electronic coupon is selected from the group consisting of: / 

a paper receipt with the unique customer idenfification and transaction identifier 
encoded in a bar code imprinted thereon; / 

a paper receipt with the unique customei/identification and transaction identifier 
encoded in a code nimiber imprinted thereon; / 

a credit card with the unique customer identification and transaction identifier 
magnetically encoded thereon; and / 

a smart card. / 

68. The method of pro/iding multiple level discounts of claim 67, fiuther 
comprising the steps of: / 

inputting the electronic «X)upon by the customer for redemption at a gasoline station; 
and / 

reducing on a gasoline dispenser, the price-per-unit-volunie of the gasoline by an 
amount equal to the totaLaiscount prior to the customer dispensing the gasoline. 

69. The iriethod of providing multiple level discoimts of claim 68 wherein the step 
of inputting the electronic coupon by the customer for redemption at a gasoline station 
includes scanning the unique customer identification and transaction identifier from the 
encoded bar code with a bar code scanner at a gasoline dispenser, and the method fiirther 
comprises, after scanning the encoded bar code, the steps of: 

associating the unique customer identification and discount identification with the 
total pri<(e-per-vmit discount stored in the discoimts granted database; and 

/ retrieving the total price-per-imit discount from the discounts granted database. 
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70. The method of providing multiple level discounts of claim 69/ further 
comprising, after the step of scanning the unique customer identification and ^ansaction 
identifier from the encoded bar code, the steps of: 

requesting the customer to enter a personal identification number (PIN^; and 
verifying the PIN prior to reducing the price-per-unit- volume of the gasoline on the 
gasoline dispenser. 

71. The method of providing multiple level discouiits of claim 69, further 
comprising, after the step of storing the total discount in a discounts issued database, the steps 
of: 

storing, in the discounts issued database, a maxim^ number of gallons of gasoline to 
which the discount applies; and 

storing, in the discounts issued database, a miifimum purchase of gasoline required in 
order to qualify for the discount. 

72. The method of providing ipultiple level discounts of claim 71,- further 

comprising the steps of: 

determining a value of the total discount redeemed; 

verifying that the value of t\)£ total discount redeemed is less than or equal to the 
maximum discount allowed; and 

verifying that the amount of gasoline purchased is greater than or equal to the 
minimum purchase required ta qualify for the discount. 

73. The metljOd of providing muhiple level discoxmts of claim 72, further 
comprising the steps of 

storing the y^ue of the discount redeemed in a discounts redeemed database; and 
allocating/portions of the discovmt redeemed to vendors of the first and second cross- 
marketed products according to predetermined criteria. 
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74. A method of providing a discount on a price-per-unit (PPU) of a consumable 
good sold in multiple units to a customer who purchases at least one cross-marketed product, 
said method comprising the steps of: / 

awarding a first discount on the PPU of the consumable good tc/ the customer in 
response to a purchase by the customer of a first cross-marketed product/ 

issuing a coupon to the customer, said coupon providing a customer identification and 
a transaction identifier; / 

storing the first discount in a discounts granted datab^ise which associates the first 
discoimt with the customer identification and the transactioiytientifier; 

inputting by the customer in a subsequent transaction, the customer identification and 
the transaction identifier; / 

retrieving the first discount fi-om the discounts issued database; and 

reducing the PPU of the consumable goodly the first discount. ' 

75. The method of providing a discount on a PPU of a consumable good of claim 
74, further comprising, after the step of awarding a first discount, the steps of: 

awarding a second discount aa the PPU of the consumable good to the customer in 
response to a purchase by the customer of a second cross-marketed product; and 

adding the first discount/U) the second discount to determine a total discount on the 
PPU of the consumable good. / 

76. The method of providing a discount on a PPU of a consumable good of claim 
74 wherein the first product is gasoline, and the discoimt amount is a discount on the price- 
per-unit-volume of gasoline. 

77. X method of providing multiple level discounts on gasoline to a customer who 
purchases atieast one cross-marketed product, said method comprising the steps of: 

awM-ding to the customer, a first discount on the price-per-unit- volume of the gasoline 
in response to a purchase by the customer of a first cross-marketed product; 

/ awarding to the customer, a second discount on the price-per-unit-volume of the 
gasoline in response to a purchase by the customer of a second cross-marketed product; 
/ adding the first discount to the second discount to determine a total discount on the 
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price-per-unit- volume of the gasoline; / 

printing a paper receipt for the customer with a customer identification and a 
transaction identifier encoded in a bar code thereon; / 

storing the total discount in a discounts granted database; / 

storing, in the discounts granted database, a maximum niunber of Gallons to which the 
discount applies; / 

storing, in the discounts granted database, a minimum purchase of gasoline required 
in order to qualify for the discount; / 

scarming the encoded bar code with a bar code scanner ai a gasoline dispenser; 

verifying the discount scanned from the bar code byyComparing the scaimed discount 
with the stored discount in the discounts granted database;/ 

. reducing, by the gasoline dispenser, the price-ner-unit-volume of the gasoline by an 
amount equal to the total discount; / 

determining a value of the total discount rejJeemed; 

verifying that the value of the total discount redeemed is less than or equal to the 
maximum discoimt allowed; / 

verifying that the amount of gasdline purchased is greater than or equal to the 
minimum purchase required to qualify i&x the discount; 

storing the value of the discount redeemed in a discounts redeemed database; and 

allocating portions of the discount redeemed to vendors of the first and second cross- 
marketed products according to predetermined criteria. 

78. A method of providing a price-per-unit- volume discount on gasoline to a 
customer who purchases' a cross-marketed product in a sales transaction, said method 
comprising the steps ofr 

awarding the' price-per-unit-volume discount to the customer in response to a 
purchase by the customer of a cross-marketed product; 

issuing an electronic coupon to the customer, said coupon identifying the customer 
and the sales transaction; 

storing the price-per-unit-volume discount in a discounts issued database which 
associates the discount with the customer and sales transaction; 

storing, in the discoimts granted database, a maximum number of volume units of 
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gasoline to which the discount is applied; / 

storing, in the discounts granted database, a minimum purchase of gasoline/required 



in order to qualify for the discount; / 

beginning a sales transaction by entering a customer identification and/a transaction 
identification at a gasoline dispenser; / 

retrieving the price-per-unit- volume discount fi-om the discounts granted database; 

reducing, by the gasoline dispenser, the price-per-unit-volume of the gasoline by an 
amoimt equal to the discount; / 

determining a value of the total discount redeemed; / 

verifying that the value of the total discount redeemed/is less than or equal to the 
maximum discount allowed; / 

verifying that the amount of gasoline purchased/is greater than or equal to the 
minimum purchase required to qualify for the discount; and 

storing the value of the discount redeemed in a/aiscounts redeemed database. 

79. The method of providing a price-per-unit-volume discount on gasoline of 
claim 78 wherein the step of reducing the pricjd-per-unit-volimie of the gasoline by an amount 
equal to the discount includes the steps of: / 

determining whether the discount/is greater than or equal to the price-per-unit volume 
of the gasoline; and / 

setting the price-per-unit vohune of the gasoline equal to zero on a gasoline dispenser 
upon determining that the discount is greater than or equal to the price-per-unit volume of the 
gasoline. / 

80. A system for providing multiple level discoimts on a price-per-unit (PPU) of a 
consumable good sold in multiple units to a customer who purchases a plurality of cross- 
marketed products, saia system comprising: 

a discounts granted database for storing discoimts; 

means for cfalculating a first discount on the PPU of the consumable good in response 
to a purchase by/a customer of a first cross-marketed product; 

means /for calculating a second discount on the PPU of the consumable good in 
response to a'purchase by the customer of a second cross-marketed product; and 
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a system which adds the first discount to the second discount to determine/a total 
discount for the customer on the PPU of the consvmiable good. 

8 1 . The system for providing multiple level discounts of claim ^0 wherein the 
consumable good is gasoline, and the first, second, and total discounts ^ discounts on the 
price-per-unit- volume of gasoline. 

82. The system for providing multiple level disj?6unts of claim 81 further 
comprising: 

a point of sale (POS) terminal that determines^ the first discount and issues an 
electronic coupon to the customer, said coupon prov^ing a unique customer identification 
and a unique transaction identifier; and 

transmission means for transmitting th^ unique customer identification and the 
discount identification fi-om the POS terminalno the discounts issued database. 

83. A system for providing /discount on a price-per-unit (PPU) of a consumable 
good sold in multiple units to a cust^wner who purchases at least one cross-marketed product, 
said system comprising: 

a point of sale (POS/ terminal that awards a first discount on the PPU of the 
consumable good to the customer in response to a pvu-chase by the customer of a first cross- 
marketed product, said P0S terminal including means^ for issuing a coupon to the customer, 
said coupon providing a unique customer identification and a transaction identification; 

means for seriding the first discount from the POS terminal to a discounts granted 
database which associates the first discount with the unique customer identification and the 
transaction identification; 

an input device for inputting by the customer in a subsequent transaction, the unique 
customer identification and the transaction identification; 

a sub-system that retrieves the first discount fi-om the discoimts issued database; and 
y^eans for reducing the PPU of the consumable good by the first discount in response 
to instructions fi-om the sub-system. 
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84. The system for providing a discount on a PPU of a consumable good of claim 
83 wherein the PCS terminal also includes means for awarding a second disc/Dunt on the PPU 
of the consumable good to the customer in response to a purchase by me customer of a 
second cross-marketed product, and the sub-system includes means for adding the first 
discount to the second discoimt to determine a total discount on the of the consumable 
good. / 

85. A system for providing a price-per-xmit-volume discount on gasoline to a 
customer who purchases a cross-marketed product in 21 sales transaction, said system 
comprising: / 

a point of sale (POS) terminal comprising: / 

means for awarding the price-per-unit-volume discount to the customer in 
response to a purchase by the customer of a cross4narketed product; and 

means for issuing an electronic/coupon to the customer, said coupon uniquely 
identifying the customer and the sales transaction; 

a discounts issued database for storing the price-per-imit-volume discount and 
uniquely associating the discoimt wirtithe customer and sales transaction; 

transmission meansobr sending from the POS terminal to the discounts issued 
database, a maximum number cii volume imits of gasoline to which the discount is applied, 
and a minimum purchase of gasoline required in order to qualify for the discount; 

an input device at 2/ gasoline dispenser at a gas station for entering a unique customer 
identification; / 

a sub-system for retrieving the price-per-unit-volume discount from the discounts 
granted database, upon associating the imique customer identification with the stored price- 
per-unit-volume discount; 

means for reducing, by the gasoline station, the price-per-unit-volume of the gasoline 
by an amoun/ equal to the discount; 

meaftis within the sub-system for determining a value of the total discount redeemed, 
verifying' that the value of the total discount redeemed is less than or .equal to the maximum 
discoimt allowed, and verifying that the amount of gasoline purchased is greater than or equal 
to the minimum purchase required to qualify for the discount; and 

I a discounts redeemed database for storing the value of the discount redeemed. 



